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Alliance Wide Call
Please be on the lookout
for our next Alliance wide
call. This will happen
some time in September.
We are working to
confirm our speaker and
our date.

New Members
Thank you to all our new members
who joined in the last two months.
Micah Schnurstein, Cathi Barry,
Katie Bartley, Chris Wright, Karen
Winston, Lori Dugan, Jhazzman
Martin, AJ Segneri, Cassidy Radi,
Alix Young, Morgan Zwengler,
Germe' Poston, and Lou Bustos

A Letter from the President
Dear ASWIS Membership:
Welcome to the busiest time for our Alliance. We are about to start another semester of the
Sport Social Work Certificate Program, we are finalizing all the details of our 5th Annual Social
Work in Sports Symposium, and we are planning new avenues for growing our sub-speciality
field.
Over the last couple of weeks, I've been so excited to see sport social work discussed on some of
the largest listservs in the social work profession. I remember posting something four years ago
on BPD about the field and getting some fairly scathing emails back about how sport social
work is a disgrace to the larger profession. I wonder if these same individuals are sending
scathing emails to the emerging numbers of social workers talking about our efforts. Sport social
work is quickly becoming one of the hottest fields in social work.
We've also seen tremendous growth in our collaborative efforts with athletic trainers, sport
psychologists, and all the other dedicated individuals helping to promote the health and
functioning of athletes. This is ever-present in our final symposium schedule.
As I indicted a few days ago via email, I am going to take a step back from ASWIS to focus on
my health and family. I know in my time of absence you, as a team, will continue the
momentum. Teamwork begins by building trust. I have that trust with each of you. The second
part is having the ability to overcome my need for invulnerability.
Much love,
Matt Moore, PhD, MSW
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ASWIS Members to Lead First-Even NAIA Substance Use and Abuse
Survey
The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) does not currently have data
available on drugs, alcohol, and tobacco use amongst their 65,000 student-athletes competing
across 250 member schools. As evidenced by the work of the NCAA (2017), the NAIA
understands there are potential alcohol, drug, and tobacco use and abuse challenges impacting
the biopsychosocial development of athletes. These are challenges that possibly impact an
athlete’s ability to represent the mission of the NAIA and their institution, to carry out the
mission of the Champions of Character Program, and to make their own health and safety a top
priority. ASWIS members Dr. Matt Moore, Ashlea Hopkins, and Becky Sowers will lead these
efforts. Ashlea and Becky are assisting with this project for their certificate program practicum.

IN THIS ISSUE: 2 | Feature Story 3 | Feature Story 4 | Member Spotlight

The Hate U Give: The State of Sports In
A Climate of Hate
By: Zachary Draves
We are living in very dangerous times where according to the FBI
we have seen a sharp increase in hate crimes being reported since
2017. There has been an exponential surge in hostile attitudes and
behaviors towards immigrants, African Americans, people
identifying as LGBTQ, people identifying as Jewish and Muslims,
among many others. It is happening on the streets, in schools, at
restaurants, at places of worship, at gas stations, and in sports.
Sports is a microcosm of American society. Sports is perhaps the
most notable cultural space that brings us together and where we
learn about everyone’s background and experience by being on the
same team. Sports has led the way for social change throughout our
history long before there was any progress at the governmental or
institutional level.
If we look at our history, it is evident we have made progress, but
we would be naive to think that we don’t have much more to do.
Every time we have made a significant step forward, there is an
ensuing backlash that takes us five steps back.
In 1910, when Jack Johnson became the first African American
heavyweight champion of the world, when he defeated Jim Jeffries
on July 4th, African Americans cheered and celebrated in the
streets, while white Americans took up arms and unleashed one of
the worst race riots in American history.
When Jackie Robinson broke into Major League Baseball, there
was a backlash against his presence on the field by spectators,
opposing players/managers, and even some teammates such as
Dixie Walker who in the team photo from 1947 turned his head to
the side, blatantly refusing to acknowledge Jackie’s presence.
In 1967, Muhammad Ali refused to serve in the Vietnam War on
the grounds of his religious beliefs. He endured the cruelest
treatment imaginable that included FBI surveillance under the
infamous J. Edgar Hoover. Ali was told by many to “go back to
where he came from." Sound familiar?
At the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, sprinters Tommie Smith
and John Carlos courageously raised their black gloved fist into the
air during the playing of national anthem during the medal
ceremony for the 200 meters. They were exposed to extraordinary
hardship when they returned home that included threats on their
lives, lack of job opportunities, moves monitored by the federal
government, and scores of hate mail.

Between 1969-1971, Curt Flood, as he challenged the reserve
clause in Major League Baseball after he found out he was being
traded from St. Louis to Philadelphia without his consent, he was
told that he should be “grateful” to be playing in the big leagues in
the U.S. He also received numerous death threats with racist
rhetoric.
In 1974, Hank Aaron was in pursuit to break Babe Ruth’s record
for the most home runs of all time at 714. During his quest that
culminated in him achieving the record on April 8 of that year, he
was bombarded with racist death threats and needed high level
security in order to get into the ballpark safely.
In 1978, famed sports scholar and activist Dr. Richard Lapchick,
who was an active part of Anti-Apartheid movement, was attacked
in his college office by men with masks who carved the N word in
his stomach. Dr. Lapchick led the effort to bar South Africa from
participating in sporting events such as the Davis Cup due to its
racist practices.
In 1979, African American high school football player Darryl
Williams was the victim of a vicious crime when he was shot by a
white supremacist while he was on the field playing. This injury
left him paralyzed for life.
At the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, a white supremacist set off a
bomb in Centennial Park during a late night concert in the middle
of the games killing two people and injuring over 100 spectators.
Twenty years later, Northwestern University Basketball Coach
Ricky Byrdstrong was out jogging with his family in a park when
he was gunned down by a white supremacist who was out on a
killing spree in the Midwest.
Around that same time, Atlanta Braves pitcher John Rocker
caused a stir with racist, sexist, and homophobic remarks he gave
during an interview that was published by Sports Illustrated. He
initially apologized for, these comments, but ultimately continued
to make in the years ahead.
In 2017, Baltimore Orioles outfielder Adam Jones was heckled at
Fenway Park during a game against the Red Sox with fans
shouting racist slurs. This wouldn’t be the last incident of racist fans
in this new era of greater multicultural visibility.
This past year, Russell Westbrook of the Oklahoma City Thunder
was heckled by a racist spectator in Utah during a game against the
Jazz. The spectator had yelled at Russ to “get on his knees, like he
used to”.
(Continued on the next page)
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Committee Updates
• Education Committee - the committee is excited to
announce we accepted 15 outstanding students into
our fourth cohort of the Sport Social Work
Certificate Program. We currently have 29 students
working towards their certification.

• Early Scholars Committee – several of our

members have recently published an article in the
Journal of Sport Psychology in Action, which is
sponsored by the Association for Applied Sport
Psychology. The article is titled, “The role of social
workers in sport: Shared values and opportunities
for interprofessional collaborations,” and appears in
volume 10, issue 3. We want to congratulate one of
our members, Lorin Tredinnick, for her recent
wedding! Lorin is a doctoral candidate at the
University of Connecticut who is also busy
publishing, working on her dissertation, and
preparing for the job market. Finally, as the new
academic year approaches, we welcome any
interested members to contact us
(tarkington.newman@unh.edu) as we welcome the
opportunity to network, share resources, and
collaborate on projects.

• Conference Planning Committee - the final
schedule for the 5th Annual Social Work in Sports
Symposium is available online. To see the agenda
click HERE.
• Committee on Pro Sports - the committee is
considering strategies for approaching the National
Football League (NFL) in light of the organization's
position to hire part-time mental health clinicians
for each team. Members are updating materials and
the co-chairs are drafting a letter for Dr. Allen K.
Sills, Chief Medical Officer.

A primary goal of ASWIS is to begin
presenting about the Alliance to NASW
Chapters and to host regional events
promoting sport social work. To share in
these efforts please email
socialworkinsports@gmail.com.
Ball State University is hosting a
Midwest regional event on Thursday,
October 10th. An agenda will be sent to
the listserv in September.
ASWIS.ORG

There have also been a number of owners and
executives of teams who have been engaged in hateful
behaviors. Examples include Boston Red Sox President
Tom Yawkey, Cincinnati Reds Owner Marge Schott,
Los Angeles Clippers Owner Donald Sterling, and
Houston Texas Owner Bob McNair, who all
perpetuated racist attitudes and actions.
Clearly, there has been a long history of hate towards
athletes of various races, ethnicities, religions, genders,
and sexual orientations. According to the Institute for
Diversity and Ethics in Sports at the University of
Central Florida, founded by Dr. Lapchick, there were at
least 52 reported examples of hateful incidents towards
Native American athletes, fans, and coaches from
2008-2018.
Hispanic/Latino athletes, particularly in high schools,
endure xenophobic taunts by the student sections from
predominately white schools chanting “USA! USA!” or
“Build The Wall!”
After the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team’s historic win at
this year’s World Cup, the NYPD opened a Hate
Crimes investigation when posters of Megan Rapinoe,
who is openly gay, were vandalized with anti-gay slurs.

As for social workers working with athletes, we must be
engaged in regular and consistent cultural competency
trainings so that we all can get a broader understanding
of diverse populations and of the particular plights each
group faces.
We can also join organizations such as the Ross
Initiative in Sports for Equality (RISE). They promote
racial justice and racial understanding in sports and
also engage in partnerships with them. Other
organizations include Athlete Ally and the You Can
Play Project which promotes LGBTQ acceptance in
athletics.
We can also host fundraisers, do a diversity theme
night at a home game, and participate in awareness
campaign.
We should work with athletic departments as
consultants on issues of diversity and inclusion and be
in the position to where we can provide insight,
resources, and information to the teams.
Imagine if we could teach the generations coming up
of a message of love and justice? It is possible if we allow
it happen and sports, as it has time and time again, can
take the lead.

To read all ASWIS blog posts click
HERE.

The Huddle is a podcast series with the
Alliance of Social Workers in Sports and
the Student-Athlete Mental Health
Initiative (Canada). This seven-part series
will release late August/early September.
All of the recordings are completed and
going through the editing process. A big
thank you to the dozen ASWIS members
who took part in these efforts. A special
thank you to the Canadian speakers as well.
This was a true collaboration between our
two countries. The podcast series will be
available on Spreaker and all other major
download platforms. We will send an email
as these are released. Get excited!
Let's Set a Record Attendance
Given the strength of this year's
symposium, celebrating our 5th year as an
organization, and returning to the place
where all the initial planning happened,
let's shatter a record. We want to see
between 175-200 attendees at this year's
event. This is an effort we can all share in.
Pass along information to your colleagues,
hit the listservs, personally call a friend, etc.
All presenters should register no later
than September 9th.
You can register online HERE.

5th Annual Social Work in Sports Symposium
The Alliance of Social Workers in Sports (ASWIS) will
produce a three-day symposium entitled, focusing on
Integrated Behavioral Health Care of Athletes. The three-day
symposium will run from October 21st through 23rd at the
Denver Athletic Club (downtown Denver). This year’s
symposium will include Ted Talk style presentations, panel
discussions, interactive workshops, poster sessions, a social
event, and keynote/featured speakers. See the flyer to the
right for more information on the four featured speakers.
The final schedule is posted HERE.
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Membership Announcements
Marlene Holmes participated in a Podcast
Interview: Behind The Number Podcast (Aired in
July.

Member Spotlight

Marlene Holmses completed coursework as a
Social Work Doctoral Student. She was hired as an
Adjunct Professor at Barry University.
Marlene Holmes launched a YouTube Channel
called: The BFCA Experience. This channel
provides insight and education of the black female
collegiate athlete experience, transitioning out of
sports, athletic identity, and racial identity
Charron Sumler accepted a position as an Athletic
Counselor at The Ohio State University joining Dr.
Jamey Houle, Dr. Chelsi Day and Dr. Candice
Williams on the Sport Psychology and Athletic
Counseling team.

Noel Nkuranyabahizi, BSW
National Team Karate Head
Coach Rwanda
First ASWIS Member for Africa

Dr. Matt Moore was an invited panelist at the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
Student-Athlete Leadership Forum. He presented
on mental health within college sports.
Dr. Matt More co-authored a publication. The
article entitled, “Relationship between Social
Support and Depressive Symptoms in Collegiate
Student-Athletes,” will appear in the Journal for the
Study of Sports and Athletes in Education.
Cindy Miller Aron was invited to be a part of the
American Medical Society for Sports Medicine task
force on Sexual Violence and Harassment in Sport.
Kathryn A. Coxe learned her article was accepted
for publication in the Journal of Adolescent Health.
This article is regarding the barriers that high
school athletic trainers reported facing as they
implemented their respective state youth and
adolescent sport concussion laws. The full citation
is below:

I am Noel Nkuranyabahizi, I am from Rwanda (East African country. I am the first
member of ASWISI representing Africa. I am the National Team Karate Head Coach,
professional karate coach (World Karate Certified Coach), black belt 4th degree, sport
scientist (International Diploma) and social worker (BSW) with more than 10 years
of experience providing sport social work to schools, children, and refugee athletes. I
see sport as a tool of social change. I also train elite Karateka in Rwanda Karate
National Team. I am Founder and President of the Champions Karate Academy
As social worker and sports coach, I have noticed that the work that I am doing here
has intersection between Social work and sports. That is the reason why I am involved
in the Alliance of Social Work in Sports. We need more social workers in Sports here
in Rwanda and Africa to solve problems that face our athletes and sports
communities in general. I look forward to presenting on all of this at the symposium
in Denver

Coxe K., Sullivan L., Newton A., & Yang J. Z.
Barriers to the implementation of state concussion
laws within high schools. Journal of Adolescent
Health. (In press)
Kathryn Coxe was recently nominated to serve on
the Ohio Brain Injury Advisory Committee as one
of the individuals who represents the public. Since
brain injury (including concussions and more
severe injuries) are a risk of sport participation at
any level.
Dr. Alex Diaz is in conversation with Iona College
to provide mental wellness to their athletic
department.
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