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A Letter from the President
Dear ASWIS Membership:

The Alliance of Social Workers in Sports (ASWIS) understands that a precise and 
critically developed strategic plan provides the blueprint for our collective growth. 
Having clearly stated mission, vision, and value statements provide the overarching 
objective of our Alliance. However, the specific goals outlined in a strategic plan give us 
precise tasks for achieving our prominent objective. Each presidential term we report on 
our strategic plan through an Executive Summary. This summary promotes 
accountability of our leadership and transparency to our members and supporting 
organizations. In the end, maintaining integrity towards this plan and demonstrating full 
disclosure in our reporting will gain our members access to new resources, continue to 
inspire a subfield of social workers, as well as draw local, state, national, and global 
attention to the well-being and functioning of athletes. I invite all of you to read our 
recently released EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.

I also believe in times of uncertainty, reflecting on our success shines a bright light on the 
future. Our successes did not just happen by accident. They required hard work, 
perseverance, a willingness to learn, constant study, and plenty of sacrifices from our 
membership. Most of all, our successes required all of us to pour the heart we have for 
social work and sport into our thoughts and actions.

My favorite philosopher Immanuel Kant said, "The human heart refuses to believe in a 
universe without purpose." ASWIS provides many of us that purpose. I know it has 
provided me with great purpose. 

Over the coming weeks, you will learn more about our upcoming ASWIS elections. This 
includes expiring terms from many of our top leaders - my presidency included. I ask 
each of you to reflect on what purpose ASWIS has in your life. How can you use this 
purpose and your heart to faithfully serve and bring our organization to new levels? I 
pray you and your loved ones are safe during these challenging times. Please know I am 
always here to provide whatever help I can. 

Sincerely,

Matt Moore, President 

ASWIS Blog
We are actively working with our certificate program students and membership on 
writing blog posts. We are adding posts on a weekly basis. Please visit the BLOG to read 
thought provoking and inspirational pieces from our members! 

ASWIS Job Center 
We encourage all members to routinely check the Job Center on our website. While 
COVID-19 has slowed down the job market, we are seeing multiple jobs for sport social 
workers appearing on a weekly basis. You can access the Job Center by clicking HERE.

#AthleteStandUp Challenges 
Please join ASWIS and member Shelbi White in making the #AthleteStandUp challenge a 
growing trend on all social media platforms! 
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New Members

Welcome to our new members: Katey 
Collins, Emily Brunemann Klueh, 
Spencer Kilpatrick, Danny 
Bonaventura, Marvin Burton 
Cornish Jr., Elizabeth Winter, 
Melissa Hardy, Corinne Coia, John 
O'Neil, Jessica Massaro, Aaron 
Trumino, Cerrone Vaughn, Sydney 
Finke, Annie Flanagan, Tenessa 
Shepherd, Aaron Hutt, Angelica 
Siervers, Garrett LaMartina, Argirios 
Gouriotis, Elana McGahey, Jesse 
O'Donnell, Sydney Harris, Travon 
Tillis, Manny Barocio, Andrae' Perry, 
and Francis Asprec
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Westfield, IN 46074
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Note: We have a new physical 
address.

@ASWISports

ASWIS Group

Alliance Wide Call

Please keep an eye on email as we 
have two great speakers for our 
upcoming Alliance Wide Call. 
This will include Jessica Wagner, 
NCAA Sport Science Instittue 
and Brenda Tracy, advocate. We 
will confirm dates and times 
ASAP.

ASWIS_2019
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Committee Updates
• Education Committee - congratulations to Taylor 
Spells, Jennie Waldner, Becky Sowers, Ashlea 
Hopkins, Mo McDonald, and Brian Chaney on 
graduating from the Sport Social Work Certificate 
Program! Applications are now open for the fifth 
cohort. 

• Committee on Youth Sports - the committee has 
met twice and is working to identify sub-
committees to focus on resources related to youth 
sport and COVID-19, the preparation of 
manuscripts on youth and sports, and the 
development of webinars. 

•  Committee on Professional Sports - the 
committee postponed its Pro Sports Professional 
Development Day but will hold it face-to-face 
when it is safe to do so. Further, the committee is 
collaborating with the Education Committee to 
develop a summer series of classes led by sport 
social workers working in the three major 
professional sports leagues. Lastly, the committee 
seeks members from throughout ASWIS to help us 
call pro sports organizations to make them aware of 
ASWIS. Contact Dr. Emmett Gill for more 
information.

• Committee on College Sports - the Committee on 
College Sports met virtually on Thursday, April 23. 
The Committee created two graphics to post onto 
ASWIS social media platforms to support student-
athletes in the age of Covid-19. First, there's a list of 
helpful tips and resources for student-athletes to 
stay mentally and physically active during summer 
break. They also wanted to formally congratulate 
all of the graduates in the Class of 2020. A special 
thank you to Stephanie Rosado for designing the 
graphics and posting them on LinkedIn. 

• Early Scholars Committee - the committee is 
excited to congratulate Dr. Lorin Mordecai-
Trednnick and Dr. Jerry Reynolds on successfully 
defending their dissertations. Congratulations to 
Lauren Shute on accepting an offer from Louisiana 
State University’s doctoral program. Additionally, 
Dr. Tarkington J. Newman received funding with 
Graduate Assistant, Emily Robinson, for their study 
LGTBQ+ Athletic Climates that will examine 
mechanisms of ally-support within collegiate 
athletics, campus recreation, and intramural sport. 
If you are interested in engaging in scholarship 
related to the intersection of social work practice 
and the arena of sport, please contact Dr. 
Tarkington Newman. 
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ASWIS Response to COVID-19 (By: 
Dr. Matt Moore)

The COVID-19 pandemic is a health and mental health 
crisis, to be sure. The pandemic is also a crisis of social 
injustice, inequitably affecting vulnerable and 
marginalized populations (Council on Social Work 
Education, CSWE, 2020). While much of the world is 
required to standstill, social work practitioners, educators, 
and policy makers are working to address the needs of 
these populations (National Association of Social 
Workers, NASW, 2020). Social workers have long played 
a crucial role in health care settings, mental health 
practices, and community-based programs. 

There has never been a more important time for social 
workers to maintain their value-and ethic-based 
commitment. Throughout the pandemic, society 
continues to learn valuable lessons. One such lesson is the 
need for future generations of front line workers, 
especially social workers. This includes social workers 
with a passion for enhancing economic, environmental, 
and social vitality of the sport community. 

Over the past two months, ASWIS took the role as a front 
line organization seriously.  While our primary focus 
remained the public health of all, our Executive 
Committee recognized the direct impact of COVID-19 
on the lives of millions of athletes, coaches, industry 
leaders, and fans. We stand in solidarity with other 
organizations that joined the battle to protect the sanctity 
of sport. 

Working inclusively with our membership, ASWIS 
identified several targeted areas where our efforts could be 
best served. These targeted areas included: (1) Telehealth 
and remote communication, (2) development and 
sharing of educational resources, (3) policy advocacy, (4) 
development of research studies, and (5) sharing our 
unified experiences with others. Our membership rose to 
the occasion and we found success in all of these areas. 
Please take time to read our full COVID-19 response 
letter. Following is a list of many specific organizational 
actions related to the pandemic. 

1. The Alliance created an expansive Telehealth 
provider list of members able to provide behavioral 
health care to athletes. This list included over 50 
clinical providers from the United States and 
Canada. This list was shared with the NCAA, 
NAIA,  USOPC,  and youth sport organizations.

2. The Alliance hosted and continues to host weekly 
interprofessional Zoom meetings on various topics 
related to COVID-19 and sport. Thank you to Dr. 
Emmett Gill for his organization and leadership.

3. Members of the Alliance led webinars on the 
impact of COVID-19 on athletes.

4. Members of the Alliance organized a forum 
supporting Black student-athletes. Again, thank 
you to Dr. Emmett Gill and Brad Hambric for their 
leadership.

5. The Alliance created a dedicated resource page on 
the website to share COVID-19 resources.

6. The Alliance participated in conversations with the 
NCAA, NAIA, and USOPC.

7. Members of the Alliance are actively researching 
topics related to the impact of COVID-19 and 
sport. 

8. The Alliance worked with Active Policy Solutions 
to endorse and support legislation promoting 
COVID-19 relief for youth sport organizations. 

9. Members actively wrote blog posts and started the 
#AthleteStandUp Challenge on various social 
media platforms.

We will out battle COVID-19. We will see brighter days 
ahead both for society and sport. We will continue to do 
this together. We will build from our solid foundation 
and maintain a forward focus. Keep the ideas coming - 
your thoughts could ultimately save a life. Also, let us 
continue not forget to cherish the loved ones in our lives. 
These loved ones need us. 

mattmoore
Highlight

https://8697507c-5e2e-42a9-bbfa-582ba4e5b46c.filesusr.com/ugd/01c26b_2992bd1880004c858fb2420ab40d7f54.pdf
https://www.aswis.org/covid-19-resources
https://8697507c-5e2e-42a9-bbfa-582ba4e5b46c.filesusr.com/ugd/01c26b_aa6ee02a8bf64fd9857b757be6006aca.pdf
emmettgill@elgphd.com
Tarkington.Newman@UNH.edu
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The International Face of ASWIS 

Dr. Stacy Kratz was invited to be part of an 
international research team examining educational 
experiences of families during the COVID-19 
lockdown in South Africa. With COVID-19 as the 
defining health crisis, and greatest global challenge faced 
since World War II, the pandemic has affected every 
aspect of all people’s lives. Education is one of the largest 
areas affected, resulting globally in the near-total 
closures of schools, moving large portions of instruction 
into the virtual space. Recognizing sport as an 
educational practice, Dr. Kratz was asked to bring sport 
social work expertise to the group, and to help with 
interviewing, data analysis, and write-up of the resulting 
report.  The project was hosted by JET International, a 
South African anti-apartheid educational research and 
capacity building organization founded on the cusp of 
Nelson Mandela’s 1994 release from prison. The 
overarching research question of the project asked that 
given the socio-economic context, how effective is the 
South African education system in maintaining 
teaching and learning, and how can civil society help? 
To learn more about this study contact Dr. Stacy Kratz.

Beyond this project, ASWIS was approached by 
members of the International Federation of Social 
Workers Africa about facilitating trainings on sport 
social work in Tanzania, South Africa, Rwanda, and 
Eswatini.  This is an ongoing project. More details to 
come.
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Postponing the Tokyo Summer Games 
was the Right Decision of the Olympic 
Committee (By: Dr. Stacy Kratz)

The new world order with COVID-19 means every 
single day, over and over, decision after decision is 
made on how to move forward. Never has it been 
more apparent that we lack 100% of the information 
needed for a clear, good decision. And it’s painfully 
obvious no matter how much time is spent waiting 
for more information, it’s not available in a timely 
manner. Waiting too long to make a decision creates 
different problems that have long term negative 
effects as well, so hesitation is a problem management 
issue – an eternal dilemma that in the COVID-19 
context has become glaringly real. Postponing the 
Tokyo Summer Games was the right decision by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC), ensuring 
the Olympic flame will continue its eternal light. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is spreading, with over 
400,000 confirmed cases, and over 17,000 people who 
have died. All of those that have contracted the virus, 
and all of those who have died, are members of 
families, living in communities. Globally, no one goes 
unaffected – and that includes Olympic athletes. They 
too are members of families, of communities, and are 
global citizens. To deny the increased pressures and 
stresses upon these athletes as they themselves fear 
the future, would be to portray them as robots, 
without emotion, without feelings, void of humanity. 
That would be in stark contrast to the very essence of 
the Olympics: honoring humanity through solidarity. 

The COVID-19 world demands solidarity through 
unity. Sport embodies a spirit of building strong 
communities of mutual understanding, of friendship, 
and of fair play. The sport arena holds an inspiring 
ability to promote a culture of peace and harmonious 
adjustment of differences. Recognizing this power, 
the IOC urges the use of sport as a service to 
humanity, and especially in 2016 modeled this belief 
by initiating the Olympic Laurel Trophy, a distinction 
awarded to honor those who have "made significant 
achievements in education, culture, development and 
peace through sport”. By postponing the 2020 Tokyo 
Summer Games, the IOC is modeling solidarity in 
these vulnerable times, taking an empathic stance of 
togetherness. Today that means collective isolation, 
despite individual and group sacrifice.  Today that 
means the Olympics continues to serve as a beacon of 
hope. 

Regional Meetings Taking Form 

ASWIS members in West-Central Florida 
hosted the first of many regional meetings 
at the Cohen Military Family Clinic of 
Tampa. The nine-member group met for 
networking over bagels and coffee.  
Discussion revolved around how the 
region defines sport social work, and how 
the group envisions strategically 
impacting area sport initiatives for 
building strong individuals and 
communities through sport. ASWIS is 
hopeful members from other regions will 
follow in the footsteps of West-Central 
Flordia.

The Alliance of Social Workers in Sports (ASWIS) is re-
releasing the CALL FOR PROPOSALS for its 6th Annual 
Social Work in Sports Symposium. Given the current public 
health crisis, ASWIS is restructing the symposium for a 
completely virtual participation. 

The re-released call for proposal features three presentation 
types: paired presentations, themed panel discussions, and 
featured presentations. Additionally, the symposium will 
feature several headline keynote and invited speakers.

All proposals must be submitted by June 1, 2020 at 8:00pm 
(EST). Authors will receive notification of acceptance by 
June 30, 2020 at 8:00pm (EST).

skratz@usc.edu
https://www.aswis.org/2020-symposium


Member Spotlight
Membership Announcements
Dr. Lorin Mordecai-Trednnick successfully 
defended her dissertation in April entitled 
"Informing Sexual Assault Prevention with 
Student-Athletes: Measuring Bystander 
Intentions and Awareness of School Policies 
and Resources." She will be graduating from the 
University of Connecticut this May.

Dr. Nafees Alam just published his first 
textbook chapter (Chapter 20 of The Routledge 
Handbook of Service User Involvement in 
Human Services Research and Education). 

Cindy Miller Aron gave a virtual presentation 
at the American Psychiatric Association 
Annual Meeting. The presentation was entitled 
“Taking Mental Health Care for Elite Athletes 
to the Next Level: An Update from the 
International Olympic Committee." 

Cindy Miller Aron received faculty 
appointments at the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine of the Pacific and Western University 
of Heath Sciences. 

Brandon Ousley was offered admission to 
Rhodes College Masters in Urban Education 
which starts this summer. 

Dr. Simone C. Walton graduated from the 
University of Southern California Suzanne 
Dworak-Peck School of Social Work Doctorate 
of Social Work (DSW) Program. The DSW is 
an advanced practice doctorate in social change 
and innovation. Simone's focus was on 
emotional strengthening in sports with a focus 
on influences of the boy and male athlete. 

Dr. Simone C. Walton started her own 
consulting business, CORE Issues. 

Dr. Tarkington J. Newman had two 
manuscripts accepted for publication. The first 
article entitled "Advancing Positive Youth 
Development-Focused Coach Education: 
Contextual Factors of Youth Sport and Youth 
Sport Leader Perceptions" will appear in 
Managing Sport and Leisure. The second article 
entitled "The Experiential Nature of Coach 
Education within a Positive Youth 
Development Perspective: Implications for 
Practice and Research" will appear in 
International Sport Coaching Journal.

Dr. Jerry Reynolds successfully defended his 
dissertation from Louisiana State University. 

For more information please contact us at
P.O. Box 407
Westfield, IN 46074
Tel: (800)567-1178
Fax: (765)285-1029 socialworkinsports@gmail.com
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Corinne Coia is currently the Assistant 
Director for Student-Athlete Well Being at 
the University of Notre Dame and the co-
chair for ASWIS College Sports 
subcommittee. Corinne supports all 
student-athletes in their pursuit of holistic 
well-being. Corinne played basketball at a 
Division I school back home in New 
England and has been helping student-
athletes since graduating in both clinical 
and macro settings. Corinne is particularly 
interested in mindfulness and meditation 
practices and tries to integrate those skills 
with the student-athletes she works with. 

She and her fiancé, Elizabeth, live in the South Bend area with their two puppies 
and love hiking, home improvement projects, and spending time with friends.

Membership Announcements (continued) 

Charron Sumler had the pleasure of interviewing Kevin Love in April (via zoom) 
for an event titled OUA Beyond the Court with Kevin Love. Kevin Love shared his 
experience with mental health and continued advocacy to raise awareness and 
decrease stigma. 

Dr. Alex Diaz was interviewed to share his thoughts on how we can find a silver 
lining during the current pandemic crisis. You can access the interview HERE. 

In collaboration with a BSSW student (Justice Ohanasian), Dr. Tarkington J. 
Newman received the Roger A. Ritvo Award, which will fund the research project 
titled, “Perceived Barriers to Reporting Sexual Violence Among College Students.” 
In addition to examining barriers to reporting among the general population of 
university students, the study will examine specifically the influence of sport 
participation on reporting sexual violence.

Dr. Matt Moore had an article entitled "Relationship between Social Support and 
Depressive Symptoms in Collegiate Student Athletes" published in the Journal for 
the Study of Sports and Athletes in Education. 

Dr. Matt Moore had an article entitled "The impact of sport specialization on the 
lived experiences of collegiate softball players" accepted in Qualitative Research in 
Sport, Exercise, and Health. 

Dr. Matt Moore co-authored a funded grant from the Family and Social Services 
Administration. This grant is worth $174,713. It will focus on substance use 
prevention on college campuses.  

https://youtu.be/jj4yYtsx29o



